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House Passes Backs Bill to Provide Credit Protection to Consumers 
 

 

Legislation Cosponsored By Rep. Greene 

Hartford, CT- On Tuesday, May 31, the House of 
Representatives voted in favor of legislation cosponsored 
by State Rep. Len Greene, R-105th, that will allow 
consumers to freeze their credit reports in the event of 

identity theft. Rep. Greene helped craft the bill as Ranking Member (House Republican 
Leader) of the Legislature’s General Law Committee. Senate Bill 650 now goes to 
Governor M. Jodi Rell for final approval. 

SB 560 allows consumers to freeze their credit report and requires businesses to inform 
the affected consumers if there has been a security breach involving their computerized 
personal information. The bill prohibits a credit rating agency from releasing a frozen 
credit report, or any information in it, without the consumer's express authorization. It 
requires an agency to freeze a report in five business days. 

“There certainly has been a great deal of publicity surrounding Identity Theft in recent 
years,” said Rep. Greene. “A person’s credit rating can be seriously damaged from such 
an incident and this legislation will help minimize that impact.” 

In addition, SB560 also creates a means by which a consumer can release his report, 
permanently, temporarily, or to a specific third party. It allows agencies to charge a 
consumer up to $10 for each freeze or removal and up to $12 for a temporary removal for 
a specific third party. Agencies are permitted to deny a request to implement a freeze, or 
to remove one, if in good faith it believes the request involves fraud or misrepresentation. 

The bill authorizes most types of businesses to deem a credit application incomplete, and 
an insurer to deny an application, if it finds that a consumer's credit report is frozen. It 
exempts certain disclosures from the freeze.  

 


